The Christ of Christmas

John 1:1-14 (New King James Version)

John 1

The Eternal Word

* In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. = All things were made through
Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. ¢ In Him was life,
and the life was the light of men. = And the light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not comprehend®! it.

John’s Witness: The True Light

s There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 This man came
for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might
believe. * He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. °
That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the
world.!

1 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world
did not know Him. ** He came to His own, and His own¥ did not receive
Him. 2 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, to those who believe in His name: ** who were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

The Word Becomes Flesh

1 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word...

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God...



1 John 5:7 (New King James Version)

” For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and
the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.

V3. All things were made through Him. He is the creator God.

V4. In Him was life.

John 11:25 (New King James Version)

= Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in
Me, though he may die, he shall live.

The light of men- Bulletin

Psalm 107:20 (New King James Version)

» He sent His word and healed them,
And delivered them from their destructions.

John says three things about the Word

1. The Word was already there at the beginning.
2. The Word was with God.
3. The Word was God.

Jesus told his followers if you have seen Me you have seen the Father.
John 14:9

John- John the Baptist or the Baptizer.

Sent from God

For a witness



VS 10-12 The creation did not recognize its Creator.
Nature
The Jews

Romans 1 (The Message)
Romans 1

I, Paul, am a devoted slave of Jesus Christ on assignment, authorized as an
apostle to proclaim God's words and acts. I write this letter to all the
believers in Rome, God's friends. *’The sacred writings contain preliminary
reports by the prophets on God's Son. His descent from David roots him in
history; his unique identity as Son of God was shown by the Spirit when
Jesus was raised from the dead, setting him apart as the Messiah, our
Master. Through him we received both the generous gift of his life and the
urgent task of passing it on to others who receive it by entering into
obedient trust in Jesus. You are who you are through this gift and call of
Jesus Christ! And I greet you now with all the generosity of God our Father
and our Master Jesus, the Messiah.

=12] thank God through Jesus for every one of you. That's first. People
everywhere keep telling me about your lives of faith, and every time I hear
them, I thank him. And God, whom I so love to worship and serve by
spreading the good news of his Son—the Message!—knows that every time I
think of you in my prayers, which is practically all the time, I ask him to
clear the way for me to come and see you. The longer this waiting goes on,
the deeper the ache. I so want to be there to deliver God's gift in person and
watch you grow stronger right before my eyes! But don't think I'm not
expecting to get something out of this, too! You have as much to give me as
I do to you.

115Please don't misinterpret my failure to visit you, friends. You have no
idea how many times I've made plans for Rome. I've been determined to get
some personal enjoyment out of God's work among you, as I have in so
many other non-Jewish towns and communities. But something has always
come up and prevented it. Everyone I meet—it matters little whether they're
mannered or rude, smart or simple—deepens my sense of interdependence
and obligation. And that's why I can't wait to get to you in Rome, preaching
this wonderful good news of God.

1-17]t's news I'm most proud to proclaim, this extraordinary Message of
God's powerful plan to rescue everyone who trusts him, starting with Jews
and then right on to everyone else! God's way of putting people right shows



up in the acts of faith, confirming what Scripture has said all along: "The
person in right standing before God by trusting him really lives."

Ignoring God Leads to a Downward Spiral

1-23Byt God's angry displeasure erupts as acts of human mistrust and
wrongdoing and lying accumulate, as people try to put a shroud over truth.
But the basic reality of God is plain enough. Open your eyes and there it is!
By taking a long and thoughtful look at what God has created, people have
always been able to see what their eyes as such can't see: eternal power,
for instance, and the mystery of his divine being. So nobody has a good
excuse. What happened was this: People knew God perfectly well, but when
they didn't treat him like God, refusing to worship him, they trivialized
themselves into silliness and confusion so that there was neither sense nor
direction left in their lives. They pretended to know it all, but were illiterate
regarding life. They traded the glory of God who holds the whole world in his
hands for cheap figurines you can buy at any roadside stand.

22550 God said, in effect, "If that's what you want, that's what you get." It
wasn't long before they were living in a pigpen, smeared with filth, filthy
inside and out. And all this because they traded the true God for a fake god,
and worshiped the god they made instead of the God who made them—the
God we bless, the God who blesses us. Oh, yes!

»-27\\orse followed. Refusing to know God, they soon didn't know how to be
human either—women didn't know how to be women, men didn't know how
to be men. Sexually confused, they abused and defiled one another, women
with women, men with men—all lust, no love. And then they paid for it, oh,
how they paid for it—emptied of God and love, godless and loveless
wretches.

»#32Gince they didn't bother to acknowledge God, God quit bothering them
and let them run loose. And then all hell broke loose: rampant evil, grabbing
and grasping, vicious backstabbing. They made life hell on earth with their
envy, wanton Killing, bickering, and cheating. Look at them: mean-spirited,
venomous, fork-tongued God-bashers. Bullies, swaggerers, insufferable
windbags! They keep inventing new ways of wrecking lives. They ditch their
parents when they get in the way. Stupid, slimy, cruel, cold-blooded. And
it's not as if they don't know better. They know perfectly well they're spitting
in God's face. And they don't care—worse, they hand out prizes to those who
do the worst things best!

Ignoring God leads to a downward spiral.



The door was opened to us, the Gentiles V.12.

Born again?

John 3:3-8 (New King James Version)

s Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one
is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

+ Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he
enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”

s Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. ¢ That which is born of
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not
marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ ® The wind blows where
it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from
and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

V. 13 Two fold meaning. Jesus birth was not natural but supernatural.
To be born again is a supernatural birth.
The birth of Jesus V. 14 The doctrine of incarnation. God became human.

Philippians 2:5-8 (New King James Version)

The Humbled and Exalted Christ

s Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, ¢ who, being in the
form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made
Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in
the likeness of men. ®# And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the
Cross.



The form of God. The likeness of man.
The form of God- unchangeable.
Appearance of a man- Luke 2:51.

Last week “ Subject to them.”

“grace and truth.” V.14

John 18:37-38 (New King James Version)

7 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?”

Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born,
and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to
the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”

2 Pjlate said to Him, “"What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out
again to the Jews, and said to them, “I find no fault in Him at all.

John 1:17 (New King James Version)

7 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ.

John 8:32 (New King James Version)
2 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
John 14:6 (New King James Version)

s Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through Me.

John 17:15-19 (New King James Version)

s | do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You
should keep them from the evil one. ** They are not of the world, just as I
am not of the world. 7 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. = As
You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. * And for
their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth.

Why the Christ of Christmas?



God wants relationship with us!

Exodus 19:3-6 (New King James Version)

3 And Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain,
saying, “"Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of
Israel: * ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on
eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. = Now therefore, if you will indeed
obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to
Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. ¢ And you shall be to Me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are the words which you shall
speak to the children of Israel.”

llif"

A special treasure.

A kingdom of priests.
A holy nation.



